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PANELLENDS WORK

 ON DISCLOSURE AGT

 Changes fWould Exclude More |

~ Cases From the Provisions ~ |
. ofUSCInformation Law. " -

1%

*WASHINGTON, Dec. 14 — A Senate
judiclary -, subcommittee " completed

* Specialta TbaNew York Times. ; !
work today-om.legisiation that would

permit the Attorney. General to protect |

details of Government investigations of
organized crimeand terrorism, or coun.
terintelligence, -from disclosure under
‘the Freedomof Information Act. ..., " -
The legislation, which would also ex-
empt information likely to endanger the
lives or salety of Goverhment inform-
ers, is notin final form. When itistaken
up.ext . month by the full Judiciary
" Committge, amendments.are expected
- from.senaters'eager to stave off major
changes. In general, .the. 1968 act per-
mits citizens to request documents on
Governmentactivities..! ., e iyies
- The measureapproved todayis a mix-.
ture. o proposals by Senator Orrin G-
Hatch,.:Repubtican- of Utah, and : the
Reagan -Administration, . However, . it
denies jntelligence-agencies the *‘total
immunity* from provisions of the act
they requested of the subcommittee, ..

Sl ¥

Audifional Records 1o fe Ecinded” | -

- But the measnre would-exclude from:
provisionsof the act records likely to re.
veal details of law-enforcement investi.
gations. or compromising confidential.
sources. It also woald exernpt material

5 disclosing law-entorcement techaiques.

. The bill:-was~criticized - by press
groups, -including .the Reporters Com.

. mittee for‘Freedcggf ;hszrgns.“ltth:sj
goes: through.** - Jack: C. Landau,’

who heads that committee, “it's going!

to be a disaster for the concept of public

accountability ot Government, and that
doesn’t only atfect the prass. It aifects
the academic community and the public

interest community as well.”* L

Belfors sending the bill to the full com-.
mittee, the ' subcommittee accepted
amendments from Senator Denriis De-

Concini, Democrat of Arizona. One was

a provision to-assure that documents

would be furnished free or at a reduced

charge. to_journalists or others whose
work wouldbenelit the public interest, - |
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" .- investigaticns or investigative methods.

; tousﬁytheC.I.A.direcf:orwasanything
- about an agency that is not willing to

Business Uses Detailed ™
A second amendment wonld perm:!
Government agencies to require those |
using the act to say on whose behalf they |
made requests forinformation. In seven ‘
hearings in five months this year, e
utives testitied that the act has been
used by businesses hoping to obtain
. commercial information, .

" - Senator Patrick J, Leahy, Democtat
“of Vermont, unsuccessfully attempted
- toput off today's sessica to permit more
testimony. He was the sole vote against
the measure, Hesaid that changes were
needed, in the act, but he said he did not
want to weaken it substantially. He said
he would submit more amendments. .
Law enforcement and intelligsnce of-
ficials have argued.that the act, which/
was broadened in 1974 over a veto by for-.
mer Prasident Gerald R. Ford, has jeop-
ardized naticnal security secrets and
criminal investigations, and has led

exposursof bnsinesssecrets..:: . - .-
The bill approved by the subcornmit
tee today included an Administration
proposal to allow the Attorney Generai
- to refuse o discloge inforrration about
terrorism, organized crime and coun-
terintelligence investigations. But such
decisions by the Attorney General would
be subject tocourt review. o
Investigative Problems Explalned .

- In appearances before a closed sub.
commities sessien Friday, William H.
‘Webster, Director of the Federal Bu.
reau of Investigation, and William J.
Casey, Director of Central-Intelligence,
“explained theirobjections. ..eovoven . .,

A “sanitized!-version of-Mr. We

- ster’s testimony, made public today, in.
dicated that F.B.L officials argue that
~the act discourages informers from
-cooperating with-the Government. The

- testimony alsoindicated that ¥.B.1. ofti-
. cialsbelieve theact isused by organized
crime to learn the subjects of Federal

Mr. Casey said*that foreign: intelli-
gence services had been-reluctant to
share information with the C.LA., be-

- cause they feared that, under the the
- act, thedatamight become public.

Senator. Leahy-said-that the Casey

testimony as *‘contradictory.” Senator
+ DeConcini said, *The information given’

* but specific and gives me great anxiety
+ confide in the subcommittee in a closed

session.”
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